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SYNOPSIS

--------------------- ------- ----

Gerald Burrard, living happily with his fe ancy, finds it ne­
cess ry to take a trip to Central erica, accompanyino an archaelogical
expedition. Nancy declines to accompany him, and when he expresses the fear
t t she may be lonely, she says that she intends to avoid th t by "borrowing
husbands" of her several intimate friends. This 1s aa1d in a liGht spirit ~

as {ancy loves her hu ba~d de otedly. Gerald lea e New York. Nancy ccnfides
her intention to Const nce Stanley, who offers her own husband, Curtis, for
Nancy to s tart in with. There is apparently little love lost between Curtis

ho is a consistent drinker and an energetic practical joker, and Const nce
Stanley. Curti expresses his Willingness to permit rancy to IIborrow'" him
and brin s he to tea at Con t nce's a art~nts. Here they find Reeve and
Peg Le is - another you rried conple of their acquaintance. Reeve
loves Pe too ~ell, s 0 much so that she is annoyed at hie per.etual
attentions. At the tea, jor Des,ond. bachelor and ex. loreI', ie introduced
to ancy. e uestions the use of the title II r8." heret..1 ... on Curtis announces
that ancy i a dow. Despite ancy's ttempts to protest the deception

or Des ond is led to be eve toot ncy is free to ,vo 0 - and iV'ed. Nancy
receives ..ord from ashin on that Gel' Id will be delaved there a fe days,
and lone ome for him, she takes the tr~in to ash1ngton. Major Desmond
ho ever, maets her at the station and ives her a book. It is at th hotel in
ashington that Gel' ld finds out about tht gift and the sender and voices hie

suspicions of ancy. She matches his own anger with one of her own, and they
par in a quarrel - Geraldgoing on his to take the steamer south.

ancy, lonesome and depressed, calls up an old school friend,
and calla upon her. The friend is Edith Lan ell, married to a prominen
surgeon, Dr. Frederick La ell. dith is not happy. Langwell, she ct ,
is too into te with hi:J feminine patient. The Langwello ersuade iancy
to visit them hile cy has her New YOI' apar ent redecorated. Lan ell
shows an intense admir tion for ancy, 7hich 6 c resents, until asked by
Edith to try to keep Langwell intere ted in her. At Least Ed! will kno~ her
he s ends his time. ancy decides to teach the em , conceited Lang ell a
good lesson and permit him to believe that she reciprocate hi fa
accumulatin desi e for her.

NY OF AMERICATHE VITAGRAFH CO

jor esmond co s to shi on d takes ancy to lunc on.
It is here tr~t they meet Lang ell lunching ith a modiste, Fleurette by
n th om it is evident Lan eli having n aff !. Lang ell ets

or De mond nd invites him to the week-end t their mounta n estate.
Incidently La ell learns of the decpetion t t ncy is working on jo
De mond - posin a.s i ow. He persu 88 anc:r to k hi secret about
leuret - if he 111 refr in fran exposin her to esmond. ancy

be ins to gro ne y s Lan ell's love- i beco B more aredent nd
confident; and no he find herself in further d1f~iculty by the fact th t
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jor Desmond s whole-heartedly in love th her. Cu~ti Stanley joins the
house-party. Yleurette, keepin a threat made to Langwell to co e to the
mountaOn estate, is injured in an automobile "wreck close by. The injured girl
is taken to Langwell's house, mere he alone at ends her injuries. DesDite
a cy's e~~orts to restrain him, jor Desmond proposes. He insists upon an

an er - b t an interruption saves her tem orarily. It 1s a situ tioD she must
mee , however, and plans to confess her deception. Curtis Stanley speaks
lightly of ancy's love aft irs, and Major Desmond takes exception, protestln
that he has asked her to be his ife. Cu' tis hears t s in amazement, and then
breaks into hilarity at the situation. jor Desmond i c lled away, mQal
leaves a note, sayine he will wait at the hotel for a day - for Nancy's ans ere
Lang ell has Edn Dean in in attendance on the injured Fleurette. Edna De n "'\
is a nurse Who loves Langwell and with whom he is mixed up. Langwell either
by adndnistering too strong a stimulant to Fleurette, or by the use o~ pdson,
permits the modi te to die. a Dean is really an accessory to the crime.
This tra edy breaks up the house-party and &ncy plans to leave. Langwell
tries to fo ce his love upon her. ·Nancy insists that she loves no one but
her husband. Langwell sho s among the contents of Fleurette's hand-b g a
cancelled check d awn to her order and ai ned by Gerald. Nancy believes that
her husband has been ~~vlng his aff ir, and disgusted ~ith his actions,

1tes hi to that effort, the purDort of rhich is to end hi straight to
the devil.

In. eo, ancy puts up at Constance's house, since he own
apartment is not yet ready for her. This thro~s C tis into intimacy with her.
Reeve Lewis tells hi troubles and s e advises hi to be seen nth other

o n in order to create the impression in eg 's mind th t ahe m st make
advances to keep his f ctions. Constance fall ill. Lang ell co es to e
Yo~k, nd meet nancy, offers his service. La well calls at the Stanley
apart en, nd in cons ltatlon ith another phy~i n, insists upon an opera­
tion ~ithout loss of time. Finding himself th ancy, he loses control of
hi emotion. S &ncy repulses him Lang ell gro~s rough in his met ods,
tearin rou hly to him. Con t nee, ill, he rs h_ confu ion and tries to
ri e. Curti ekes and enters the scene in his dressin ~~n. Lang ell takes
hiD departure, as ancy, seeks comfort in Curtis' ms. Constancesees and
misinterpreting the scene, orders _ nc f am her house. Constance f ints and

ancy helps her back to bed. Here she di covers the loc et that Constance
has ways worn, is open. Sh finds therein Curtis' picture - a proof that
Const nce really loves him. it thi loc et, he goes to Curtiu, ho is
taking is diamissal in the usu 1 manner ancy forces him to a it t he
re lly loves Con tance, nd when she ive him the locket, he finds out for
he fir t time that Constance's devotion for him as so deep. e oes to her

room here they confess the truth - that they love each other devotedly. anc
vin brou ht them happiness, leaves for her own home. Prior to this time,

it has been 0 n that Ger 1 , fever-stric en had been left behind the expe-
ition. In his quarter in a sha y otel in a small seaport to n in Central

Americ h receive ancy s letter. To t his same town comes l4ajo Desmond,
pl nnin a trip into the interior. Pendin the com letion of his pl ne e
t es room at the same hotel - althou h neith r m kno s th othe. In
the friendshi fOllowin - Gerald le ns 0 ancy's nd Desmond's ac int nce
in ew Yor. He returns to ew Yor •

I the me ntime, Edna De ne has b en questioned by the authori­
ties in the matter of Fleure tets de the Th body had bee xhumed nd eno h
eVidence di cove ed to cre te a su picion inst Langwell. t the hospital
Con tance 1 i prepared for th 0 eration. dna De bursts in u on
La ell te lin him th t he h conf sed, i plic tine hi in tude
ot le ret e.
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of Fleurette. She tells him th"'t thereis yet time for them to esca_e - to
go away to some other country and be ha py. Lan~lell is tempted by the
chance to esca. the law. Then he is informed that the patient is under
et er _ and there 1s a ment 1 str gle in him - the des! e for free dom and
esc pe _ battlin with the professional training - the~hics of the pro-
fession o~ sur ery. He rises to the heights, casts aside hi chances of

escape and goes to his duty, after taking a deadly poison. Shaken by the
scathing criticisms of Constance, Nancy resolves to have nothing more to do
with any other husband. Called to the phone, and busy talking over Constance':
ch nces of recovery and of Lan ell'S suide~ she turns to find herself con­
fronted ith Reeve Lewis _ the husband of Peggy. Reeve announces that he is
adoDtin~ ancy's own advice - t he has contrived to let Peg y kno that
he is t ere i ancy's apart lent. He intends to remain there until Peggy kno'~s
that he is there in ancy's a rt ent and finds him. Then Peg ywill either
shovs her affection for him or let him go. At least he fill find out ho and
where he st n4s. ancy protests against the unfai ness to her. Reeve ill not
let her have her Nraps _ as Nancy plans to leave Reeve in ch rge while she
goes. She rushes to her boudoir closet to get another wra and there she finds
a hat from Eeurette _ that Ger Id had bOll ht for her while in '~ashin ton.
In the hatbox ia a loving note from him. His check to Fleurette is explained
and ancy soba from sheer hapuiness. Reeve hears her and she grasps him
rapturously in het excitement. It is at this pa ticul r time that Ger~ld
arri e t the house, aunt from his fever. He enters the apartment, misin­
ter,rets the situation and voices his scathin criticisms of ancy.He will
leave her to Reeve and take his dep rture. ancy leads ith him to believe
in her, Reeve dding his statement to the effect that ancy is not involved.
The situation is at its ten e t, when Peg y emerges from concealment. S e
had come first to the apartment and had heard all. Therefore she believes
Nancy's ex an tion _ otherwise she ould h ve mistrusted her. She removes
Reeve fran temptation, Ie vin~ ancv alone ith her hueban. Expl nations
are de and they re happily vo in their love 'lIhen the phone interrupts.
A oman friend phones and aaks ancy to accompany her husband to the opera
as she has a headache. lancy refuses. Ha piness of ancy and Ger 1d as the
scene fades.
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